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A Brief History of Wildfire in California



¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ /ƻƴǘŜȄǘ
In 2020, California 

experienced its first 

ñgiga-fireò and 6 of 

the 20 largest fires in 

the stateôs history*.

*Not all numbers are final. Also, the data for this 

graph was last updated November 3, 2020. 

Source: CAL FIRE , Top 20 Largest California Wildfires

https://www.fire.ca.gov/media/11416/top20_acres.pdf


WUI Area Burned Over Time Has Been Increasing

Source: Buechiet al, ñLong-term 

trends in wildfire damages in 

Californiaò



Draft TA Update
Overview



Technical Advisory Update Requirements

The office shalléupdate the guidance document entitled ñFire

Hazard Planning, General Plan Technical Advice Series.òThe

guidance document shall include specific land use strategies

to reduce fire risk to buildings, infrastructure, and

communities. The office shall, on and after July 1, 2020, update

the guidance document not less than once every eight years.ò

-SB 901 (2018) and AB 2911 (2018)



Regulatory Context



Safety Element Requirements

Wildfire Hazard & Risk 

Reduction 

SB 1241 (2012)

Wildfire is a required topic for 

jurisdictions in State Responsibility 

Area (SRA) and Very High Fire 

Hazard Severity Zone (VHFHSZ) 

and must be addressed upon the 

next housing element update on 

or after 1/1/2014.

Climate Adaptation

SB 379 (2015) and SB 1035 

(2018)

Local agencies must assess 

community vulnerability to climate 

change and develop adaptation and 

resilience goals, policies, and 

implementation measures upon the 

next LHMP update; OR, upon the next 

housing element update. 

Evacuation Routes

AB 747 & SB 99 (2019)

Local agencies must identify 

evacuation routes and evaluate their 

capacity, safety, and viability under 

a range of emergency scenarios 

and identify residential 

developments in hazard areas that 

do not have at least two emergency 

evacuation routes.



Guiding Questions

Q1: Who should be engaged in the fire hazard planning process?

Q2: How do you determine the fire hazards and risks in your 

jurisdiction?

Q3: How can we support populations that are vulnerable to wildfire?

Q4: What are specific land use strategies to reduce risk?

Q5: What examples or resources could help with these efforts?



Outreach & Engagement

Engage early and often! 

Get the right people to the table to 

inform the planning process at each 

step of the way.

Work collaboratively to align fire 

hazard planning with other efforts. This 

will allow your jurisdiction to leverage 

resources, avoid duplication, and 

maximize the strengths of each effort.


